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—Research Question

“How do the national policies in the dairy industry 
in Sweden and the Netherlands match the Key 

Commitments of the EU Biodiversity Strategy for 
2030 ? ”

—SUB Research Question

“Does the EU need to revise their biodiversity 
standards?”
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Literature Review: The EU Dairy Sector and Biodiversity

The Sustainable Development Goals fundamentally depend on biodiversity.
Source: Azote Images for Stockholm Resilience Centre, Stockholm 
University (2016) 

● Biodiversity provides the foundation 
for development, the economy, 
global security and human 
well-being (Bruil et al., 2021)

● The EU has since the 1970s 
developed several legislations on 
nature and animal protection



The EU Dairy Sector and Biodiversity
● dairy sector is the 2nd 

biggest agricultural sector 
in the EU, 12 % of total 
agricultural output (EPRS, 
2018).

● The European milk 
processing industry brings 
more than 10 Billion € to 
the overall EU trade 
balance (EDA, 2019).



Van Laarhoven et al. (2018) 

“the dairy farming industry's treatment of land has a 
substantial impact on flora and fauna habitat & 
many Dairy Farms have increased in size due to the 
three milk crisis Europe has experienced between 
2007- 2016”



Methodology 

● ex-post policy analysis framework 
proposed by the European Training 
Foundation (ETF). 



Assessment Framework: Framing and 
understanding the problem

● How does the 
national policy 
framework of the 
Dutch and Swedish 
dairy industry 
matches the EU 
Biodiversity Strategy 
2030 targets?



● policies are compared to their relating Key commitments and categorized under 
Inferior, Equal, or Superior. 

Interpreting (analysing) the evidence
 



Case Studies
1. Dutch Dairy sector
2. Swedish Dairy sector
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Why THE NETHERLANDS?

● Largest industry of the country

● Decrease biodiversity of 50%
 

● Industry will only grow



Dutch’s Policy Framework

Compensation focused on dairy

Compensation for agriculture 



Compare Key commitments to National-level



Compare Key commitments to National 
Level



WHY SWEDEN?

● Averaging at 9,500 kg of milk per cow, Swedish dairy 
farmers have highest milk yields in Europe

● Geographical region of Sweden’s Milk belt

● Sweden ranked second in the UN Sustainable 
Development Report and the Global Innovation 
Index, and topped the Global Sustainable 
Competitiveness Index
European Commission (2020)

https://dashboards.sdgindex.org/#/SWE
https://dashboards.sdgindex.org/#/SWE
https://www.globalinnovationindex.org/Home
https://www.globalinnovationindex.org/Home
https://solability.com/the-global-sustainable-competitiveness-index/the-index
https://solability.com/the-global-sustainable-competitiveness-index/the-index


Sweden’s Policy Framework



Compare Key Commitments to National- Level





Evaluation



Conclusion
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Thank You for your attention!
Any Questions?
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